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will change your life and your ministry?

When did the Lord Jesus say the New Covenant (Testament)
began? During the last supper with the disciples, the Lord Jesus
passed the cup and said, “This is the new covenant in my blood”
(Matthew 26:28; I Corinthians 11:25). So, when we read through
the Gospels, we are really reading the Old Testament under the
Mosaic Law system. That is why

Christ lived under the Law (Galatians 4:4).

Christ ministered primarily to Israel (Matthew 10:5-6).
Christ command [srael to obey the Law (Matthew 23:2-3).
Christ came to fulfill the Law (Matthew 5:17).

Many Bible commentators call John the Baptist the “last of the
Old Testament prophets” because the New Testament began at the
Cross. John was the prophesied messenger that Malachi 3:1
declared would come to prepared the way for Christ (Matthew
11:13-14). The book of Matthew is the continuation of Malachi
for God was still working with the nation of Israel under the
Mosaic Law, and the prophesied message of the Kingdom
continued.

[n Acts 9, Saul (Paul) is saved and goes into Arabia (Gal. 1:11-19)
where the resurrected Christ taught him the secret of the Church,
the Body of Christ to him. (Ephesians 3:1-9). Paul then began to
proclaim the gospel of the grace of God and the new revelation of
the Church which became the major theme for the remainder of
Acts through Philemon.

To begin, let’s define the Davidic Kingdom.
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At Mt. Sinai, God gave the Law and declared the sons of Israel
were a “kingdom of priests (Ex. 19:6). Later God made a
covenant with King David. This covenant promised a literal
posterity, saying that Messiah would be related to King David
and that He would literally reign on a literal throne in a literal
city, Jerusalem, and reign over a literal kingdom on earth
(Daniel 2:44; 7:14, 27; Zechariah 14:4-9; Matthew 25:31-34).
God’s plan was to use the RISE of the nation of Israel to
bring salvation of the Gentiles worldwide. (Is. 60:1 3 49:6,
42:6-7)The Old Testament prophesies that:

» The Kingdom would be a literal kingdom on earth
(Zechariah 14:9).

o Jerusalem will be the literal city where Christ’s throne will
be located (Zechariah 8:3; Micah 4:1-2, Is. 2:3)

* In the Kingdom, there will be no war (Micah 4:3-4).

o In the Kingdom, there will be no hunger (Amos 9:14-15).

o In the Kingdom, there will be no sickness
(Isaiah 35:5-6, 33:24).

» In the Kingdom, animals will be tamed (Isaiah 65:25; 11:6-9)

o In the Kingdom, nature will be under Christ’s control
(Isaiah 35:1-2).

» In the Kingdom, there will be long life (Isaiah 65:20).

Read II Samuel 7:12-13. These verses prophesy that the
Messiah would be related to King David and He would establish
an everlasting kingdom. Israel knew that the Messiah must come
through David’s lineage because the prophets confirmed that fact
(Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah 23:5).

Why is it important to understand what the Old Testament says
about the Kingdom? It is because the Gospels and into the book

of Acts are a continuation of the Kingdom message.
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[image: image6.png]John the Baptist and Christ both announced, “the Kingdom is
at hand” (Matthew 3:2; 4:17). The miracles that Christ performed
and the words He spoke verified that He was Israel’s long awaitec
Messiah and that he would establish His Kingdom upon Israel’s
acceptance of Him.

Now let’s look at the progression of events through Matthew,
Acts and Romans to see the change of themes from the Kingdom
to the Church and how salvation was offered to the entire world
through Israel’s FALL. Matthew is the continuation of Mal.4:5.

MATTHEW

Jesus is from the lineage of King David (v.1).

NOTE: Joseph was related to King David through David's
son, Solomon (1:6) but Jesus could not be the legal heir
because of Jeconiah (1:11). See: Jeremiah 22:28-30. it
says that no one from Jeconiah’s lineage would ever

sit on the throne of David. Luke 3 is Mary’s lineage. Mary
is related to King David through David’s son Nathan.
through Nathan Jesus is the legal heir to sit on the
throne of David.

Jesus is the King of the Jews. (v.2).

John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus as he preached,
“Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand” (v.2).
Note: The phrase “Kingdom of Heaven” originated
from Daniel 7:27. The Kingdom would be a time when
the Messiah “would reign over all the kingdoms under
the whole Heaven.”

Jesus preached that the “Kingdom of Heaven was at hand”
(v.17) and healed every illness (v.23).

Why? In the Kingdom, there would be no sickness.

Jesus taught the beatitudes which described the qualities of
Kingdom on earth (v.5). Why? The Kingdom was a literal
kingdom on earth and it was “at hand.” (v.23-24).

Jesus came to fulfill the Law. (vs. 17-19).
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animal sacrifice according to the Mosaic Law (23-24).
Jesus taught Israel to pray for the Kingdom to come to
earth (v.10).

Jesus taught who would enter the Kingdom (v.20-21).
Jesus cleansed the leper and told him to present the
prescribed animal sacrifices according to the Law (v.1-4).
Jesus stopped the wind (v.26).

Why? In the Kingdom, He would control nature.

Jesus raised the girl from the dead (v.25).

Why? In the Kingdom, there would be long life.

Jesus preached the gospel of the Kingdom and healed
every disease (v.35).

Jesus sent the 12 apostles to Israel only and told them to
preach the Kingdom of Heaven (v.5-7) with prophesied
miracles(vs. 8).

Jesus said John was the fulfillment of Malachi 4:5.
Israel blasphemed Jesus but Jesus forgave them. Then H
warned Israel not to blaspheme the Holy Spirit because
God would not forgive them of that sin (v.32).

Jesus taught in parables to explain the description of the
Kingdom to believing Israel (v.11).

Jesus fed the 5,000 (v.19-21).

Why? In the Kingdom there would be no hunger.

A Gentile woman asked Jesus to heal her daughter but
Jesus said He was only sent to the lost sheep of Israel
(v.24). Since her faith was great, Jesus had mercy on het
and healed her daughter (v.27-28)

Jesus gave the keys of the Kingdom Church to Peter
(v.19, 28). NOTE: The word “church” is “ecclesia” and
means “church”. The Bible teaches there are 4
“churches”. The context determines which church.
1) Acts 19:32,39,41. This is a political “ecclesia, church.
2) Acts 7:38 the word “congregation” is “church.”.

God the Father had His “Church” in the wilderness.
3) Matt. 16:18-19 Jesus had His Kingdom Church.
4)1Cor. 12:12-13 The Holy Spirit has His Church, the

Body of Christ.
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Body of Christ.

Jesus reveals His glory to Peter, James, and John (v.2).
Jesus said that the humble were the greatest in the
Kingdom of Heaven (v.4).

Israel’s qualifications for eternal life (19:16).

-Believe Jesus was the prophesied King of the Jews (21:5).
-Obey the Mosaic Law (19:17-20).

-Sell all possessions, leave family (19:21,29)

Jesus told the 12 apostles that they would sit on 12 thrones
reigning over the 12 tribes in the Kingdom (v.28).

Jesus taught parables, which described the Kingdom (v.1).
Jesus rode the unbroken colt (v.7).

Why? In the Kingdom animals would be tamed (Is.65:25)
Jesus taught the parables to believing Israel describing the
Kingdom (v.1).

Jesus told Israel to obey the Mosaic Law (v.1-2).

Christ told of the Great Tribulation and His Second
Coming to Israel (v.15-16, 29-30).

The Kingdom was to be established for Israel (v.31-35).
Note: Jesus observed the Passover (26:28) and told
about the New Covenant in His blood (Jeremiah 31:31).
The New Testament (Covenant) began at the Cross.
Israel rejected Christ, as King (v.26-29).

Jesus was crucified and resurrected.

Note: Christ died on the Feast of Passover, and He
arose from the dead on the Feast of Firstfruits. The
next Feast to follow was 50 days later...the Feast of
Pentecost. This was when the prophesied Holy Spirit
came upon believing Israel to prepare them for Christ’:
return at the Feast of Trumpets (v.28:20).
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believing Israel to continue to observe all He had taught them
about the Kingdom. Believing Israel was to go into the entire
world proclaiming belief, baptism and an attesting miracle for
salvation (Mark 16:15-18, Acts 2:38).

Every chapter of Matthew proclaims the Kingdom, because
it was “at hand.” Israel rejected Christ and crucified Him on the
Cross, but did you know that God forgave Israel of that sin? Tha
was because of what Christ prayed while He was on the Cross.
He prayed, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they
do” (Luke 23:34). There are three reasons why we know that
God did indeed forgive Israel for the crucifixion:

o First, because God never withdrew the offer of the Kingdom
to Israel, and this Kingdom theme continued to be
proclaimed in early Acts.

e Second, God forgave Israel for crucifying Christ because
Peter, through the Holy Spirit, said that Israel “acted in
ignorance as their rulers did” (Acts 3:17).

o Third, since the Kingdom was still being proclaimed there
needed to be twelve apostles to sit on the twelve thrones
judging the twelve tribes of Israel (Matthew 19:28). Matthias
was chosen to replace Judas, so there would be twelve
apostles (Acts 1:23).

Notice that God is still working with Israel with the Kingdom
being offered as we continue our journey into the book of Acts.
Acts is a transition from Jesus and His apostles proclaiming the
Kingdom to Israel to the Church, to the Body of Christ where
Paul proclaims the Gospel of the Grace of God. Acts covers 2
period of thirty vears.
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The apostles asked when the Kingdom was coming (v.6).
Matthias was chosen to replace Judas. Why? Twelve
apostles were needed to rule over Israel in the Kingdom
(Matthew 19:28).

At the Feast of Pentecost, the prophesied Holy Spirit came
upon believing Israel (v. 1:8;2:1-4).

Note: Christ died on the Feast of Passover; He arose
from the dead on the Feast of Firstfruits, and at the
Feast of Pentecost Christ sent the prophesied Holy
Spirit (Ezekiel 36:26) upon believing Israel. This was in
preparation for the next event, the Feast of Trumpets,
when Christ will come to the Mountain of Olives
(Zechariah 14:4). Then, all Israel will believe Christ is
the Messiah and be saved (Romans 11:26). The next
event will be the Feast of Tabernacles, when Christ will
bring Israel into their land forever (Zechariah 14:11),
and Messiah Jesus Christ, will be reigning in Jerusalem
(Zechariah 14:9).

Pentecost was the last days of Israel (v.16).

Peter declared that Pentecost was the last days of Israel
because the prophesied (Matthew 24:21) Great Tribulation
was ready to begin as Joel declared (v.17-20).

Peter declared that Israel was to repent for killing Christ,
be water baptized for the forgiveness of sin (v.38)
according to the Law (Numbers 19:9-10; Ezekiel 36:25-
26), then Israel received the gift of the Holy Spirit
followed by a miracle. This was the fulfillment of Christ’s
command in Mark 16:16-17.

Note: Under the Law, water baptism was given to
Israel as a perpetual statute for ceremonial cleansing
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from sin (Numbers 19:9-10, 17; Psalms 51:7; Ezekiel
36:25; Mark 1:4-5; Acts 22:16).

Peter proclaimed Israel’s guilt for killing the “Holy
Righteous One” and told Israel to repent (v.14).

The Kingdom would come if Israel repented (V.19).
Believing Israel demonstrated their faith that the
Kingdom was coming by having all things common
(v.32), because in the Kingdom people would share
equally.

Peter used his Kingdom authority to bind or loose

sin (v.4, 9) which Christ gave to him in Matthew 16:19;
John 20:23 to judge Ananias’ and Sapphira’s sin.

The kind of authority Peter would use in the Kingdom.
Stephen, a deacon, was chosen to oversee the distribution
of food in communal living (v.1-5).

Israel rejected God and the Holy Spirit (v.51) which was
the unforgivable sin of Matthew 12:32.

The apostles didn’t obey Christ’s commanded to “go
into all the world” (Mt. 24:19) but they stayed at
Jerusalem (v.14).

Saul (Paul) was saved (v.15) and then he went to Arabia
for three years (Galatians 1:15-18). There, the resurrected
Christ appeared to Paul and revealed the Mystery (secret)
of the Chureh, the Body of Christ (Ephesians 3:1-9).
The good news of the Church is called the gospel of
the Grace of God (Acts 20:24; Galatians 1:6-9).

God showed Peter that foods and Gentiles were now
cleansed (v.12-15).

The scattered Jews preached to no one “but to the
Jews alone” (v.19).

Paul’s converts were first called “Christians” at Antioch
(v.26).
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reter was imprisoned and was aelivered by an angel.

Paul proclaimed salvation by faith alone (vs. 39).

Jews refuse grace (13:46). This rejection was strike one.
Paul preached Gospel of Grace with signs and wonders.
Why? I Cor. 1:22. Israel needed signs to believe.
Jerusalem Council (v.19). The same event is covered in
Galatians 2:7-9. Peter agreed to preach the Gospel of the
Kingdom to Israel but Paul preached the Gospel of
Grace.

Paul chose Timothy and they went on a missionary trip.
Belief in Christ alone for salvation (v.1-4,31).

Paul preached and some Jews and many Gentiles were
saved (v.4).

Israel rejects grace again.Strike two. Paul goes to Gentiles
.(vs.6) and they believed through grace (vs. 27)

Paul preached baptism (v.6), laying on of hands to receive
the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit came on believers witt
an miracle following (19:6).

Note: While Paul was teaching Israel, he had the signs
to prove his apostleship (Il Corinthians 12:12) .

Paul proclaims the gospel of grace (20:24,32).

Paul at Jerusalem and related God’s working with the
Gentiles (21:15,17-20).

Paul’s defense before Jews (vs. 1-4), the Council (23:1-9),
Felix (24:1-3), Festus (25:9-10) and

Agrippa (26:1) fulfilling prophecy of Acts 9:15.

God now sent Paul to the Gentiles only to proclaim
salvation by faith alone (v.17-18).

Paul sailed for Rome and was told he would stand before
Caesar (vs.24).

Israel continual rejection of grace. God told Paul to go to
the Gentiles only (v.28). Strike three nation of Israel is
blinded and temporarily set aside.(Rom.11:1 1, 15,25).
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Paul, the apostle of the Church the body of Christ (v.1,5).
God will judge believers by the Gospel of Grace (v.16).
Gentiles are no longer under the Mosaic Law (v.20-21).
Salvation by Grace through faith in Christ alone (v.24).
No one justified by the Law of Moses. (vs. 20)

Salvation by faith in Christ, not works. (v.4-5).

We have peace with God through faith (vs. 1).

We are under Grace not Law (v.14).

Through Christ, we are released from Law (v.4).

There is no condemnation for those in Christ. (vs. 1).
Nothing shall ever separate believers from Christ’s love
(v.39).

Israel did not obtain righteousness because they
pursued it by works, not faith (v.32).

There is no difference between Jews and Gentiles (v.12).
Israel was temporarily set aside as a nation (Acts 28:28), bu
God will work again with Israel after the Fullness of the
Gentiles, the Church, is completed (v.11, 25-26).

The Church is one body with many members (v.4-5).
Love is the law of the Church (v.8).

In the Church, there is freedom to choose in matters of
conscience but not to cause others to stumble (5,13).

In the Church, believers are to accept one another
unconditionally the way Christ accepts them (v.7).

Grow in the Gospel of Grace.

Can you see the transition of Christ offering Israel the

Kingdom and because of their continual rejection, God raised
up Paul, to be the apostle of the Church, the Body of Christ, to
proclaim salvation is by faith alone?

At first glance, maybe you are thinking that it doesn’t matter

if you understand this transition from the Kingdom to the
Church, the Body of Christ. If you want to make sense of what
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that God had a different purpose for Israel in the Gospels and the
beginning of Acts than He does for the Church, the Body of
Christ, in the Pauline Epistles.

How does knowing there is a difference between the
Kingdom and the Church, the Body of Christ, help us in our
daily lives?

When we claim Israel’s Kingdom promises, our lives will be
characterized by performance. Performance means doing deeds to
gain God’s favor by keeping the Law. But, knowing that the Law
was ended at the Cross (Colossians 2:14), and that we are not
Israel nor do we have to obey Israel’s Law Kingdom
commands, the chains of Law will fall off of us. When that
happens, we cry out “Grace, Grace, God’s Grace to me...Freedom
Freedom at last!” Grace is so amazing because salvation,
forgiveness, gifts and empowerment of the Holy Spirit are totally
unmerited; and given to believers because of the work of Christ or
the Cross. God’s cycle of Grace is not completed until we treat
others and ourselves with the same unconditional acceptance,
forgiveness, love, and Grace that God gave to us.

So, yes, it really matters if we see the difference between
Israel and the Church, because it affects our relationship with
Christ and how we live our lives. At the Bema Seat of Christ
when rewards are given to believers, rewards will be given on the
basis of how believers have lived Grace in their lives
(I Corinthians 3:10).
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Israel’s relationship with Christ was Master-Servant

(Matthew 7:22-23; 24:45-51). Believers in the Church are Sons of
God (Romans 8:16-17).

1t does matter if you see the transition between the Kingdom
and the Church because it is the only way to make logical sense
of what appears to be Biblical contradictions.

As you recognize the difference between Israel and the Church, th
Body of Christ, the Bible will no longer be the mystery book that
only a pastor can understand. The Bible tells us we are to make
these distinctions by “rightly dividing the Word of Truth”

(Il Timothy 2:15).

Have you made this important transition?

Understanding the theology of the Church and Grace is
important, however, understanding practical Grace is just as
important. Grace principles of giving others unconditional love,
acceptance and forgiveness are some of the guidelines for living,
loving, and understanding Grace. So, put on your walking shoes,
and learn to walk in Grace. These principles will change your
life!
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Salvation

God had a covenant relationship with Israel (Ex. 19:6). If Israel
obeyed then they would be His own possession. Israel’s
salvation was by faith but they had to obey the Law, give
everything away and leave family (Mt. 19:16-30) to be His

own possession. If we don’t see the difference between Israel and
the Church, we may attempt to follow Israel’s prescribed pattern
of salvation. In the Church, the Body of Christ, salvation is
through the blood of Christ and salvation is by faith alone, not of
works. (Romans 3:24; Ephesians 2:8-9).

Forgiveness

Israel had God’s conditional forgiveness. If they obeyed and
forgave, then they were forgiven (Luke 17:3; Matthew 18:27-
35; 6:14-15). Believers in the Church are unconditionally
forgiven because of Christ's payment for sin on the Cross
(Colossians 2:13; Ephesians 1:7). Believers are unconditionally
forgiven of all sin and they are to forgive others just like Christ
forgave them (Ephesians 4:32).

Security

In the Church, sin of the believer brings loss of rewards only
not the loss of salvation (I Corinthians 5:5; 3:15; Phil. 1:6,
Ephesians 4:30). Israel’s salvation was not secure and they lived
in constant fear because their salvation was based on faith plus
obedience (Hebrews 2:15; John 15:5-6; Matthew 24:45-51; 7:22-
23).
Prayer

God answered Israel’s prayers if they had faith and those
prayers were answered according to their will (John 14:12-14;
15:7-16; Mark 11:24; Matthew 17:20; 18:19-20; 21:21-23). God
answers the prayers for the Church according to God’s will
(Romans 8:26-27).
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